60____________________Sri Raghavenara

Lakshmi Bai, convinced that there was reason in
the argument, parted with the piece, there being no other
alternative for her.

Strangely, the old man did not take the ornament to
any other person for sale, but approached the same
Seenappa, who had passed off a worthless coin to him.

'Appa, you had no mind to give me something in
charity. Please now take this nosering and give me its
value in cash."

'Possessing this ornament, why has he been
seeking charity?' thought Seenappa, taking it in his
hand. And as soon as he examined it, he felt a chillness
passing through his body.

'Where from did you get this priceless ornament?
Alright, be here, I shall fetch the money from my house.'
So saying, the moneylender packed the thing in a bit of
cloth, sealed it and put it away in his safe. He then
closed the shop and sprinted towards his house.

Panting for breath, he ran inside his house, calling,
'Lakshmi Bai. Lakshmi Bai'.  And when his wife
appeared before him, the nosering was found missing
on her person and so he became enraged and shouted,
'Where is your nosering?'

Overcome  by fear,  Lakshmi  Bai  uttered
incoherently, 'Swami, that one....' and then inwardly
praying to the God managed to tell, 'Yes, I had an oil
bath today, therefore I have removed it and kept it
inside'.